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Players from Ripon Rugby Club have been ‘cask-ing’ votes for their new shirt sponsor Theakstons in support of it’s bid to be named ‘Beer of Britain’.

The ‘Beer of Britain’ Awards run by Cask Marque and the Daily Telegraph canvasses the opinions of the nations beer drinkers to find the ultimate cask ales. Drinkers across the country are being asked to vote for their favourite brew at local a Cask Marque accredited pubs. 

Fans of the leading Yorkshire Brewer will be able to cast their vote at the Theakstons Visitor Centre, Black Bull in Paradise pub and the White Bear in Masham between17-25 March. Theakstons hopes to be crowned Yorkshire winner and to ultimately triumph against nine other regional winners as overall Beer of Britain. 
Simon Theakston, Executive Director of T&R Theakston, said; “I am delighted that the team are showing us such strong support in our bid to be named Beer of Britain and hope that anyone in the region who enjoys a pint of Theakstons will take the time to head for their nearest polling station and will cast their votes too!”
The Independent brewer is the official shirt sponsor of Ripon Rugby Club and recently formalised the long standing relationship with a 5 year contract which will bring together more than 300 years of sporting and brewing history. The deal includes supply rights of its cask ales in the clubhouse, formalising a supply chain that has been in place for over 50 years. 

Simon continued; “Ripon Rugby Club is very close to our hearts as it has been our one of our longest standing customers, we are delighted to formalise our relationship through this 5 year sponsorship deal. We wish members every success for the rest of the season and for the 2007-2008 seasons.”
Theakstons was established in Masham, North Yorkshire in 1827 and is one of the country’s oldest and most highly regarded traditional ale brewers. Its history is a perfect complement to that of Ripon Rugby Club which, founded in 1886, is one of the oldest clubs in existence. 

Following the Rugby World Cup in 2003 rugby is now the 2nd most popular British sport and has become the fastest growing spectator sport in the UK. 

Andy Proud from Ripon Rugby Club, said; “Theakstons ales are very popular at the clubhouse and always have been, it truly is an ideal pairing between ale and sport. When we heard about the Beer of Britain Awards we were delighted to lend our support and to cast our votes for our favourite Theakstons ales.” 
There are five permanent brands in the Theakston range and each one is brewed to an individual recipe. The iconic Old Peculier and XB are available in cask and bottle. Also available are Best Bitter, Mild and Black Bull Bitter along with a range of seasonal ales designed to provide variety and choice. 

