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Congratulations to Pam Hearne who successfully solved the crime and was selected by Natasha Cooper from a number of entries.

Natasha was so impressed with the creativity of some of the entries that she has selected 3 for special runners up prizes who will each receive a signed copy of her latest novel, Gagged and Bound.  They are Kate Mitchell, E Stockton and Nora O’Hara

Thank you to everyone who has taken part and we hope you have enjoyed it.

Below are the answers to the SIO’s questions and the solutions.

The answers are:

1 Jack would only have been crying if he didn't in fact want to leave work.  After some more digging, the police found other people who had been eavesdropping on the row he'd had with Dave.  Gradually they realised that the 'it' in Jack's outburst of 'I can't stand it any longer' had to be something other than work.

2 Jack's spending was far far higher than his legal income, as the police discovered from patient matching up of his bank statements, direct debits, and the evidence of recent purchases around his house and garden.  He had to have a source of income beyond his wages.  

3 Dave and Sally were the only other people known to be in the field at the time Jack was killed.  It's easy to suspect the last person to see the victim alive, but the first one to discover the dead body is different.  Sally's white-faced and screaming performance as she erupted, apparently terrified, into the party to tell them to call the police had convinced everyone, as had Dave's stamping, crying, cursing picture of a bereaved friend.  But they both had mobile phones with them, so why hadn't they used those to call the police?  There was no need for Sally to run back to the party when they found the body.

THE SOLUTION

Sally kept insisting they'd fallen over the body and she'd had to go back to the party, in spite of the police insistence that she and Dave could both have used their mobiles to call for help, but they police got the answers out of Dave in the end.  


Jack had been running a nice operation for years, smuggling out stolen jewellery for a gang of organised criminals – which was why he'd always dealt with the light-fingered baggage-handlers himself instead of reporting them.  And also why he'd framed Colin with the dodgy gear because he'd shown signs of being much too careful and good at his job and might have stumbled on the jewel-smuggling.  This way anything Colin ever said about Jack could be put down to revenge – at least for long enough for Jack to get rid of the evidence.


Sally had found out about the scam and told Dave they could make money out of it too.  They'd blackmailed Jack into paying them to keep quiet.  Then Sally got greedy and made Dave tell him they needed sixty per cent.  Jack decided he couldn't take it any more and would leave his job and turn the whole operation and all its risks over to them.  Dave and Sally decided he was too much of a risk and planned to kill him after the party with his own baseball bat.  Sally had nicked a cabin-crew overall for Dave to wear over his clothes and a pair of surgical gloves. Then, when it was done and Sally was running for help, Dave had put the bat and the overall into the boot of Snob Rob's car, so conveniently parked close by, and tossed his surgical gloves to the prize-winning sow, before running back to the body to be there, trampling around  (to muddle the footprints) and yelling out his supposed misery and being ready for the police to arrive.

