FAVOURITE BREWERY TAP DEVELOPS HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Press Release

Date 
One of Yorkshire’s favourite pubs which has been serving real ale for generations is to undergo a major refurbishment to enhance and extend the flagship property of one of the UK’s oldest family owned brewers.  
Theakstons has today confirmed that it’s much loved brewery tap, The White Bear in Masham, is to receive a £1.5 million makeover transforming the adjacent property and former brewery offices into a hotel and conference centre, whilst retaining its traditional character and warm welcome.
The new hotel will feature 14 individually designed bedrooms and an extension to the dining room, kitchen and additional meeting and conference rooms. 
The work is being carried out by Darlington-based Wharton Construction Ltd. The extended dining room will be completed by early November 2007 and the bedrooms by spring 2008. 
Edward Theakston, a director of T&R Theakston Ltd, said; “We are very excited about the development of the White Bear and extending the premises. This will put to great use the former brewery offices which have been relocated closer to the actual brewery.
 “Masham is a very popular spot in North Yorkshire and the development of the White Bear will help meet the growing demand for accommodation and for local meeting facilities.
“The White Bear has a very special atmosphere and these changes will only add to that. It is an award winning venue that in recent years has been named ‘CAMRA Pub of the Year’ for its fine ale and also ‘Yorkshire Life Dining Pub of the Year’ – hopefully it will not be long before we are picking up awards as a hotel venue too!” 
Sue Thomas, Manager of the hotel said, “We are constantly asked if we have accommodation and meeting room facilities. At last we shall be able to say yes to both! Work is already well underway and enquires for bookings are growing upwards at the same rate as the new building!” 

Great care is being taken to ensure that the tap room, a favourite haunt among locals will be unchanged as a result of the work, “We would never contemplate changing the inner sanctum – that would be unthinkable!” added Sue. 
Theakstons was established in Masham, North Yorkshire in 1827 and is one of the country’s most famous and highly regarded traditional ale brewers. Operating as an independent brewer since the Theakston family regained control of the company in 2003, Theakstons is one of the few brewers in the country that still employs a cooper crafting wooden casks in which the beers mature.
There are five permanent brands in the Theakstons range and each one is brewed to an individual recipe. The iconic Old Peculier and XB ales are available in both cask and bottle. Also available are Best Bitter, Mild and Black Bull Bitter, along with a range of seasonal ales designed to provide variety and choice. The Theakston brewery Visitor Centre is open all year round except Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day – see web site for details www.theakstons.co.uk
